
Thank you for helping to make the Million Father March and Open 
House successful events at Carmen Arace Middle School!  
As a result of your support, we have successfully completed our 
first month of school. A strong start initiates great momentum for 
the coming months as we move forward with enthusiasm to provide an 
environment that fosters student successes.  
 
In order to aid in developing a strong and positive home-school partner-
ship, I am asking you to commit to: 
 

* Checking agendas and monitoring homework  
* Staying in frequent contact with the school staff (teacher email addresses 
can be located on the Bloomfield school’s website)  
* Joining the PTO and attend monthly meetings (3rd Thursday of each month 
6:00 P.M.  
* Supporting school initiatives and policies including behavior guidelines 

 
Your support in these areas will help to motivate your child to be pre-
pared to reach their goals each day. 

 

 
Trevor L. Ellis, Ed.D. 

Principal 

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE 

A MESSAGE FROM THE GUIDANCE OFFICE 

 

Time is flying!  Progress reports for the first quarter mark-
ing period will be arriving in your mailboxes in the next few 
days.  We hope that you will be pleased with your child’s progress to 
date.   We encourage you to review your child’s grades regularly on 

PowerSchool and contact teachers should questions or concerns arrive. 
 
We look forward to a great school year with your children.  Feel free to 
contact your child’s School Counselor should you have questions concerning 
your child’s academic, social or emotional well-being. 
 
Allison Glenney (grades 5 and 7) and Karen Goldman (grades 6 and 8) 

  
Ms. Goldman & Ms. Glenney 

CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
  

IMPORTANT DATES &   

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

 

 

October 4-Dress Down 

October 14—Columbus Day       

No School 

October 17—PTO Meeting     

6:00 P.M. - Arace Library 

October 18-Dress Down 

October 23-Professional 

Development-No School 

October 28-Picture Day       

Retakes  

 

SCHOOL HOURS: 

Regular Day                             

8:05 A.M.-2:50 P.M. 

Early Dismissal                       

8:05 A.M.—12:50 P.M. 

 

 

 

390 Park Avenue 

Bloomfield, CT  06002 

Office:  860-286-2622 

Guidance:  860-286-2648 

Fax:  860-242-0347 

Nurse:  860-286-2638 

www.bloomfieldschools.org 

Trevor L. Ellis, Ed.D., Principal 
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Literacy—Mrs. Parker:  This year my class theme is Personal Journey with the complementary essential question: Are you reaching for the 
stars or falling into the abyss? I will be emphasizing to my students that each of them has a journey; he/she makes choices every day to 
follow the path of his/her journey, and the choices made need to be good ones that lead to success.  Because I believe that my students are 
the future leaders of the world, I hope to inspire them to make good choices daily. Further, it is my belief that everyone needs to know how to 
read and write well and how to present his/her ideas cogently and concisely. My goal for my students is that by school’s end in June, regard-
less of where they began, they will be admirable citizens of the universe, improved readers, capable writers and comfortable presenters. I 
shall act as a resource and provide them with the tools they need to succeed.  I am excited about this new school year and my students. I 
look forward to our journey together.   pparker@blmfld.org 
Literacy—Mrs. Richardson: My goal for our students is that by June 2020 all students will demonstrate significant growth as readers, writ-
ers, and speakers. There will be a concentrated focus on writing and students will have multiple opportunities this school year to write origi-
nal pieces. It is my goal to provide your child with a robust education that encourages them to value reading, express themselves effectively 
through writing, and engage in academic discourse that requires an open mind. I look forward to our partnership and welcome you to reach 
out at any time. I’m excited to build a relationship with you and your child this year and hope that in between learning skills and standards, 
each student will be inspired to chase their dreams and to grow into a phenomenal young adult.  jrichardson@blmfld.org 
 
Numeracy-Ms. Cote/Mr. Semanie: This year we are driven to connect math to our students’ everyday experiences to make the content 
relatable and useful. Our goal is to raise all of our students’ understanding and confidence in their math abilities so that they meet their goals 
and continue to succeed throughout their school careers and beyond. Elizabeth Cote ecote@blmfld.org and                                             
Thomas Semanie tsemanie@blmfld.org 
Numeracy-Ms. Murray/ Ms.Willis: We started the year with reviewing operations with integers. Students are now being challenged 
to use addition and subtraction of integers to solve real-world problems. Please encourage your students to use their organizational tools to 
become successful middle school students. Mrs. Murray pmurray@blmfld.org and Ms. Willis swillis@blmfld.org 
 
Social Studies-Ms. Calabro: While this is my 13th year teaching Social Studies, it is my first year at Carmen Arace, and  I am very 
excited to join this wonderful school community. My main objective for this year is to help each and every student through examining the 
physical and human geography of the earth become a better citizen for our community and for the world. So far this year, we have been 
studying the physical characteristics of the earth's outermost layer, the crust. The students completed a recent writing assignment that re-
quired them to act like a National Geographic editor and showcase the town of Bloomfield using all five themes of Geography.  
hcalabro@blmfld.org 
Social Studies-Mr. O’Neill: We  will study geography and human interaction in different societies. In addition, I will work on organi-
zational skills. Our students are receiving an immense amount of information from various sources, and they have difficulty organizing it. If 
our students don’t learn how to organize information, the learning process, in general, will encounter many difficulties. As I explained during 
our Open House, I need the support of parents. You and I working together can make a big difference with how our students acquire efficient 
organizational skills. coneill@blmfld.org   
 
Science -Ms. Gore/Mr. Salmon:  We will be studying chemistry, earth science, human anatomy, and engineering throughout the school 
year. Regardless of the subject, our goal is to connect science to other core subjects and to the real world in order for students to see how 
science is truly related to their everyday lives. Currently, we are learning about the foundation of chemistry through reading, writing, and 
interactive activities. Casandra Gore cgore@blmfld.org and Lincoln Salmon lsalmon@blmfld.org     

 

Literacy-Ms. Bunting/Ms. Morris:  
Students will continue to use CLOSE reading strategies and annotation to demonstrate an understanding of assigned texts. 
Reading skills include: identifying central idea, determining theme, making inferences, and citing evidence to support a 
claim.  Students will read, “The Treasure of Lemon Brown” by Walter Dean Myers, as well as a variety of additional short 
stories and informational articles. Writing and language skills include: identifying and avoiding sentence fragments and run-
ons. 
 
Numeracy-Ms. Murray/Ms. Willis/Mr. Gregory:  
Our focus is on getting students ready for the rigors of high school, and we began the year working on operations with ration-
al and irrational numbers. In this unit we are expecting that students will understand how they can use the set of real num-
bers to solve real world problems. Encourage your students to become independent learners by getting organized, reviewing 
their interactive notebooks and completing assignments when given. 
 
Social Studies-Mr. Jennings:  
The current focus is on context clues and how they lead to evidence that supports an author’s claim.  Historically,  the focus 
is the development of the early civilizations.  Cognitive conditioning includes Degrees of Reading Power exercises that target 
reading comprehension skills.  
 
Science-Ms. Gionfriddo:  
We completed a review of chemistry; students studied the periodic table and atomic structure. We are currently focusing our 
efforts on cells and heredity. We viewed plant cells with microscopes, and are beginning to learn about cell division. 
 

TEAM COLUMBIA 

   TEAM HOWARD 
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“EVERY 

GREAT 

DREAM 

BEGINS 

WITH A 

DREAMER.  

ALWAYS 

REMEMBER, 

YOU HAVE 

WITHIN YOU 

THE 

STRENGTH, 

THE 

PATIENCE, 

AND THE 

PASSION TO 

REACH FOR 

THE STARS 

TO CHANGE 

THE 

WORLD.” 

HARRIET 

TUBMAN 
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Be your best 
Aim for success 
Never give up 
Demand excellence 

These words are on a poster which hangs on the band room 
door. It serves as a reminder to the students of what we strive for 
in the band room.  The students in the Carmen Arace Band pro-
gram are expected to do/be their best when they come to the band 
room.  This means coming to class prepared with all materials to 
perform and to do the necessary daily at-home practice to make 
progress.  Aiming for success means that each member of the band must be a team play-
er with the common goal of having success at all performances throughout the year.  Each 
student has the ability to do well so they should never give up on themselves in the band 
room or in any other subject.  And finally, demanding excellence in every area will help 
each student reach every goal in life. 
 
 
How can I help my child be successful in band? 

 Provide as good an instrument as you can reasonably afford. 

 Provide a safe place to keep the instrument. 

 Recognize that most students do not practice on their own…they usually have to be 
reminded.  Students are encouraged to practice 30 minutes or more daily. 
Help your child arrange a regular time for at-home practice and see that your child sticks 

to it.  Parents need to do this most of all.  Daily practice is the key to success … same 

time, same place … and daily. 

Miss Jones 
 

 

Physical Education has just finished their Baseline Fitness Testing. We ad-
ministered tests for Core Strength and Endurance (Sit Up Test), Anearobic/Aerobic 
Endurance (Pacer Test), Upper Body Strength and Endurance (Push Up Test) and 
Flexibility ( Sit and Reach Test). The students did well on their first assessment and 
we will be posting graphs in Arace II. 

Mr. Poland and Mr. Michaud 
 
 

7th graders are well into using math to create the illusion of depth on a 2 dimensional surface. Stu-
dents are also instilling the principle of design known as visual movement in their 
compositions. Their drawing and use of ruler skills are being strengthened through-
out the project.  8th grade students have learned about the cultures of Polynesian 
Islands and the Natives of the Pacific Northwest, to inspire them in their clay pro-
jects. After building a 6-inch container using coils, each student is choosing either a 
Tiki face or a Totem animal to sculpt onto the tall cups. Students are enhancing 
their clay building skills, using new tools to achieve various textural effects, and 

learning the science behind the ceramic process. 

Ms. Wasko  

UNIFIED ARTS HAPPENINGS—BAND & ART 

                      UNIFIED ARTS HAPPENINGS—PHYSICAL EDUCATION      

CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
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PTO NEWS  

NURSE NEWS UPDATE 
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     Our Mission  

Enrich the education of all Carmen Arace students and to build community within  

the Carmen Arace School family. 
 

 

  

Save the PTO Dates 

Thursday's in the Arace Library, 6:00 p.m. 
 

OCTOBER 17, 2019 
           November 14, 2019   
           January 16, 2020     

February 20, 2020   
  March 26, 2020    

  April 23, 2020     
May 21, 2020  

    

 

Contact us at carmenaracePTO@gmail.com or PTO mailbox in the school office. 
 

 

MAKING COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS 

 
Because we have immunocompromised stu-
dents in our school, we are asking you to help 
keep ALL our students healthy.  
 
Toward that end, we ask you to keep your 
child at home if he/she has a temperature 
over 100 degrees. He or she should remain at 
home until the fever has been gone for at 
least 24 hours without medication. 
 
A simple, but effective way to reduce the 
spread of illness, is through frequent and thor-
ough handwashing, at home and at school. 
 
If you have any questions whether to send 
your student to school, please call your medi-
cal provider, or the school nurse, Judith Scott 
860-286-2638. 

 
As always, if your child is sick, please contact 
Carron Edwards-Cooper at 860-286-2648 to 
excuse your child’s absence. 
 
 

Judith Scott, School Nurse 
 

 

Our students will be participating in activities designed 
both to educate them regarding bullying and mean-spirited 
behavior, as well as to promote kindness and 
"upstanding."  We will be participating in a nation-wide 
“Unity Day” on October 24, 2019.  On this day, your 
child may wear orange instead of their normal uniform 
top to unity against mean-spirited behavior/bullying! 
Since bullying by definition is repeated mean-spirited be-
havior, we believe in intervening quickly to prevent situa-
tions from escalating to bullying.   If your child shares that 
someone has been mean or has acted in a way that made 
him/her uncomfortable at school, please don’t hesitate to 
reach out to any of your child’s teachers or to a support 
staff member at school!  Even if it seems small, we would 
like to address these situations to ensure that our school is 
a safe learning environment for your child. Supports for 
your child include School Counselors (myself for 
grade 7, Ms. Karen Goldman, grade 8), our School So-
cial Worker Regina Lester-Harriat, our School Psy-
chologist, Mandi Dziedzic, School Climate Committee 
member Susan Eady, School Improvement Specialist 
Bobby Gibson, and your Principal, Dr. Ellis. 
 

Allison Glenney 
School Counselor & Climate Specialist 
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